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progress towards those targets using a
standardized process of review. The
Paris agreement encourages trans-
parency, accountability, and collabora-
tion among nations not only to meet
their climate targets, but to encourage
innovation while doing so.

No country is insulated from the in-
creasingly present and escalating ef-
fects of climate change. In the United
States, we are seeing it throughout the
country, and we are certainly feeling
its effects in New Hampshire. Rising
temperatures are shortening our fall
foliage season, which is so important
to our State’s tourism economy. Milder
winters have led to increases of insect-
borne diseases that endanger our wild-
life. In New Hampshire, we have al-
ready seen a 40 percent decline in our
moose population. The changing cli-
mate is also putting more stress on
sugar maples, and this is already af-
fecting syrup production.

Investments to improve the resil-
iency of our communities at all levels
is critically important to our ability to
mitigate the impacts of climate
change. And that is what we are doing
in New Hampshire. At the grassroots
and statewide, Granite Staters recog-
nize the urgency of addressing climate
change and are leading the way by re-
ducing pollution and transitioning to a
more efficient, clean energy economy.

For example, last month in Durham,
the New Hampshire Climate Action Co-
alition joined with the University of
New Hampshire to host a pancake
breakfast and discuss the negative im-
pact of climate change on the maple
syrup industry. The event featured a
panel of local maple syrup producers,
scientists, and others who understand
the impacts that climate change is
having on forests and maple trees. Over
80 people came together to enjoy maple
syrup, hear the speakers, and take ac-
tion to protect our environment.

New Hampshire is also a part of the
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative,
RGGI—the Nation’s first regional cap-
and-trade program designed to reduce
harmful carbon emissions from the
power sector. Through our participa-
tion in RGGI, New Hampshire has re-
duced greenhouse gas emissions in the
power sector by nearly 50 percent since
2008 and is on track to meet the admin-
istration’s Clean Power Plan’s carbon-
reduction goals 10 years ahead of
schedule.

The events happening in New Hamp-
shire show that there truly is broad
momentum in the fight against cli-
mate change. But in order to achieve
our goals, State and local actions must
be accompanied by national and inter-
national involvement. This is why the
international climate change agree-
ment is so essential.

Under the Paris agreement, the
United States has made a commitment
to reduce carbon emissions by at least
26 percent below 2005 levels by 2025.
While this goal is indeed ambitious, it
is something that we can achieve. By
implementing administrative policies
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like the administration’s Clean Power
Plan, which will reduce pollution from
our Nation’s dirtiest power plants, and
by doing what this Chamber did last
week, which was to take up and pass a
comprehensive energy bill that will en-
courage energy efficiency and improve
our Nation’s energy policies, we can
meet our commitments.

The United States must also be re-
sponsive to climate change’s impact on
our friends in the world’s least devel-
oped and most vulnerable countries. As
one of the world’s largest emitters of
carbon emissions, we have a responsi-
bility to the world on climate change.

Climate change represents an enor-
mous challenge, but the solutions are
within reach if we put into place poli-
cies that allow for swift action. The
world must work together to ensure
that the goals of the Paris agreement
are realized. We have a responsibility
to help protect our children and grand-
children from the most severe con-
sequences of global warming by reduc-
ing emissions now.

————————

101ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, last Sun-
day I had the opportunity to attend the
101st anniversary commemoration of
the Armenian genocide, hosted at the
Armenian Martyrs Memorial in Provi-
dence, RI. I was pleased to be able to
join with so many in the Armenian
community in my home State for this
solemn event.

Over a century ago, the Young Turk
leaders of the Ottoman Empire sum-
moned and executed over 200 Armenian
community leaders and intellectuals,
beginning an 8-year campaign of op-
pression and massacre.

By 1923, an estimated 1% million Ar-
menians were Killed, and over a half a
million survivors were exiled. These
atrocities affected the lives of every
Armenian living in Asia Minor and, in-
deed, throughout the world. The sur-
vivors of the Armenian Genocide, how-
ever, persevered due to their unbreak-
able spirit and steadfast resolve and
went on to greatly contribute to the
lands in which they found new homes
and communities, including the United
States. This genocide should no longer
be denied, which is why I have joined
with several of my colleagues on reso-
lutions over the years to encourage the
United States to officially recognize
the Armenian genocide.

But as we remember our history, we
must also look to the present and to
our future.

Violence against Armenians in
Nogorno-Karabakh has escalated in re-
cent months. These attacks on the Ar-
menian people are completely unac-
ceptable and call into question the sin-
cerity with which Azerbaijan has ap-
proached recent peace negotiations. We
must remain vigilant and do all that
we can to encourage Azerbaijan to re-
turn to the negotiating table and make
a good faith effort to ensure a lasting
peace agreement in the region.
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As ranking member on the Senate
Armed Services Committee, I remain
committed to supporting efforts to pro-
vide assistance to Armenia to strength-
en security, promote economic growth,
and support democratic reforms and
development.

We also must find a way to come to-
gether to recognize our past and to
show our unwavering support to those
facing persecution today.

———————

TRIBUTE TO DR. RUTH ELLEN
WASEM

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, Dr.
Ruth Ellen Wasem, a specialist in im-
migration policy, will be retiring from
CRS at the end of this month. Dr.
Wasem is a graduate of the University
of Michigan, where she received a
Ph.D. and M.A. in history. She com-
pleted her undergraduate degree at
Muskingum College—a private univer-
sity located in New Concord, OH—
where she graduated magna cum laude.
Dr. Wasem was raised in Cadiz, OH.

Dr. Wasem came to CRS in 1987 as an
analyst in social legislation, where she
worked on teenage pregnancy, youth
policy, homelessness, and immigration
policy. She eventually moved full time
into immigration policy, where she be-
came a recognized and leading expert
in the field.

Throughout her time at CRS, Dr.
Wasem provided substantial legislative
support to Members and congressional
staff on various aspects of immigration
and social welfare policy. Dr. Wasem’s
work was used by Congress in hearings,
legislative development, markups, and
preconference negotiations.

Dr. Wasem wrote numerous analytic
and concise reports for Congress—well
over 300 during her tenure at CRS. Dr.
Wasem also testified before congres-
sional committees numerous times
throughout her tenure at CRS, pro-
viding testimony on issues ranging
from asylum to unauthorized migra-
tion to immigration and social policy
data.

As CRS’s immigration team leader,
Dr. Wasem served as a mentor to all of
the other team members, and she al-
ways displayed great generosity and
selflessness in devoting time and en-
ergy to their professional development.

The Congressional Research Service
has given Dr. Wasem a number of out-
standing commendations and special
achievement awards for legislative
analysis in the areas of immigration
policy, Haitian relief, health care re-
form, homeland security, temporary
foreign workers, and welfare reform.

Dr. Wasem recently spent a year as a
Kluge Staff Fellow at the Library of
Congress where she researched legisla-
tive efforts to end national origins and
race-based immigrant admissions to
the United States, all of which cul-
minated in the Immigration Act of
1965. During her time as a Kluge Fel-
low, Dr. Wasem was awarded the Abba
P. Schwartz Research Fellowship,
which is administered by the John F.
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